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manners of each Relation, when either he.tranfafts with his Son,
or with his Subjects.    (Sign, a 4, back.)
******
To return once more to Shakefpear; no man ever drew Ib
many characters, or generally diftinguifhed ' em better from one
another, excepting only Johnfon: I will inftance bnt in one, to
(how the copioufnefs of his Invention $ 't is that of Catylan, or
the Monfter in the Tempefl. He feems to have created a perfon
which was not in Nature, a boldnefs which at firft light would
appear intolerable: for he makes him a Species of himfelf, be-
gotten by an Incubus on a Witch \ but this as I have elfewhere
prov'd, is not wholly beyond the bounds of credibility, at leaft
the vulgar fttle believe it. We have the feparated notions of a
fpirit, and of a Witch; (and Spirits according to Plato, are veiled
with a fubtii body; according to fome of his followers, have
different Sexes) therefore as from the diftincT: apprehenfions of a
Horfe, and of a Man, Imagination has form'd a Centaur, fo from
thofe of an Incubiis and a Sorcerefs, Shakefpear has produced his
Monfter. Whether or no his Generation can be defended, I
leave to Philofophy; but of this I am certain, that the Poet has
moft judicioufly furniihed him with a perfon, a Language, and a
chara&er, which will fuit him, both by Fathers and Mothers
fide: he has all the difcontents, and malice of a Witch, and of a
Devil j befides a convenient proportion of the deadly fins; Glut-
tony, Sloth, and Luft, are manifeft $ the dejectednefi of a ilave
is likewife given him, and the ignorance of one bred up in a
Defart Ifland. His perfon is monftrous, as he is the product of
unnatural Luft 3 and his language is as hobgoblin as his perfon :
in all things he is diftinguiflied from other mortals. The
characters of Fletcher are poor and narrow, in comparifon of
Shakefpears; I remember not one which is not borrow'd from
him 5 unlefs yon will except that ftrange mixture of a man in
the King anS no King: So that in this part Shakefpear is gene.